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COVID-19: Vaccinations to resume, NDP 
warns of ‘third wave’ 


A total of 365 Saskatchewan residents with COVID-19 have died since March 
2020. 
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A syringe with the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine is prepared at the Regina General Hospital in Regina on Tuesday Dec. 15, 
2020. PHOTO BY MICHAEL BELL /The Canadian Press 


Saskatchewan’s government reported 146 new cases of COVID-19 and three deaths on Friday as the 
province moves to get a fresh delivery of vaccine into people’s arms. 


STORY CONTINUES BELOW 
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A total of 365 Saskatchewan residents with COVID-19 have died since March 2020. 


The province initially reported 227 recoveries, but later issued a correction, saying only 77 were recorded. 
That reverses a recent trend of recoveries outpacing new infections and and brings the total known 
number of active cases up to 1,582. 


The province also reported administering 2,403 doses of vaccine on Thursday, following days of limited 
inoculations when vaccine was in short supply. The province says a delivery of vaccine developed by 
Pfizer and its German partner BioNTech has allowed clinics to resume. 


“With Pfizer vaccine shipments arriving this week, Phase One vaccination clinics will resume today and 
run throughout the weekend to ensure timely administration of the vaccine,” a release said. 


Swift Current MLA and Minister of Rural and Remote Health Everett Hindley said that will include 
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communities in the province that have yet to see their first inoculations. 


Hindley posted on social media on Thursday that an initial delivery of 1,170 Pfizer vaccine doses was 
expected to arrive in the city that day. Those doses will be bound for communities in the south central 
region, including Assiniboia, Coronach, Gravelbourg, Ponteix, Rockglen, Herbert, Lafleche, Mankota and 
Wood Mountain First Nation. 


Saskatchewan Party MLA Everett Hindley wrote on social media that vaccinations would soon begin in his riding. jpg 


“We are expecting another 2,340 doses of the vaccine for the southwest next week,” reads a post on 
Hindley’s Facebook page. “Front line health care workers in Swift Current and surrounding communities 
will receive their vaccines within this upcoming week, including ER, ICU, EMS and others providing 
direct care to Covid patients.” 


STORY CONTINUES BELOW 
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Saskatchewan is still in the first phase of its vaccine rollout; doses are earmarked for high-risk priority 
populations like certain health care workers, long-term and personal care home residents and staff, 
people aged 70 and older and adults aged 50 and older in northern and remote communities. 


A federal epidemiological summary says Saskatchewan has the highest seven-day rolling average of new 
infections and the highest overall rate of COVID-19 in the country. However, the number of new 
identified infections has gradually dropped in recent days. Saskatchewan reported an average of 157 new 
caseeach day over the past week, down from a peak of 321 in early January. 


Some observers remain concerned that new, more infectious mutations of the virus could result in yet 
another spike in cases if left unchecked. 


Opposition health critic Vicki Mowat warned in a release that the province must prepare for a “third 
wave” of infections. 
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Vicki Mowat, Saskatchewan NDP health critic, says the province needs a plan to stop the expansion of COVID-19 variants. 
PHOTO BY MATT SMITH /Saskatoon StarPhoenix 


“With multiple coronavirus variants now circulating in Canada and public health officials in other 
provinces sounding the alarm about a potential third wave, the premier and the minister of health need 
to let the people of Saskatchewan know what they are doing to protect families,” Mowat said. 
Saskatchewan has identified three cases of a mutated variant called B.1.1.7, a more infectious strain that 
originated in the United Kingdom. All of Saskatchewan’s identified cases were related to recent travel, 
and the province has urged travellers to other countries or parts of Canada to get tested twice when they 


return — once on arrival and again seven days later. 


STORY CONTINUES BELOW 


A total of 53,030 vaccine doses have been administered since December. 
This story has been updated to include a correction issued by the Saskatchewan government. 
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The news seems to be flying at us faster all the time. From COVID-19 updates to politics and crime and 
everything in between, it can be hard to keep up. With that in mind, the Saskatoon StarPhoenix has 


created an Afternoon Headlines newsletter that can be delivered daily to your inbox to help make sure 
you are up to date with the most vital news of the day. Click here to subscribe. 
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1 ‘You're the monster we never suspected’: Sask. father gets 12.5 years for sexually abusing three girls, 
including daughter 


2 Fans blast Lady Gaga for not supporting her dog walker after shooting 


3 U.S. extends travel curbs at Canada, Mexico land borders through Sept. 21 


4 COVID-19: Sask. hits three-month high of daily new cases with 190 


5 ‘Four miracles happened here’: Saskatoon homeowner calls on city to make intersection safer after house 
hit by truck 
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